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Limiting the consequences of climate change
and successfully steering our societies and
lifestyles towards greater mutual respect and
cooperation are among the biggest challenges
of our time. Therefore, we have dedicated this
2027 edition of our Trendbook to something

very dear and important to all of us: planet Earth.

The unmistakable mix of ocean blue, earth brown,

plant green and cloud white are what sets this
beautiful little orb apart from countless others.
They are colors we love — and must do everything
to preserve.
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THERE IS NO PLANET B
TIME TO SWITCH
TO PLANB
FOR PLANET A

SWITCHING TO PLAN B MEANS WE MUST
URGENTLY FIND, EXPLORE, AND PURSUE
NEW WAYS OF THINKING, LIVING, AND
BEHAVING, AND THIS MAY SEEM SCARY

AT FIRST. BUT LIKE ANY TYPE OF CHANGE,
FOLLOWING PLAN B FOR PLANET A IS ALSO
FULL OF OPPORTUNITIES.

The opportunities lie in progressive concepts
like green energy, digitalization, and fair trade.
Though often still in a fledgling state, they
have the potential to not just save the planet.
They can also do a lot to make our daily lives
on this planet safer and better - including
the way we drive, paint, and enjoy our cars.
Ultimately, switching to plan B may even take
us a big step forward to justice, peace, and
freedom on our planet A.




We go through life with the
reassuring knowledge that we
can have whatever we want,
from unlimited supply, and that
things that break can either

be repaired or simply replaced.
This is true for smaller items
like dishes, eyeglasses, or
worn-out shoes. Even if our car
breaks down in a way that can’'t
be mended, there's always the
possibility of getting a new one.

This voracious consumption of
resources, along with carelessly
neglecting environmental,
social, and ethical affairs, is
typical »plan A« ideology we

have been used to for all too long.

However, when it comes to

our planet, which some of us
affectionately like to call Mother
Earth, this thinking doesn’'t work.

There is no super glue we can put
Earth back together with. No shoe
repairs shop we can take it to. No
trusted mechanic who will take a
knowing look under its hood. There
IS also Nno cosmic department store,
online shop, or Earth dealership
where we can simply get a new one.

There is just this one: our planet A,
Space scientists say there might be
many more just like it out there. But
until we've found a way of reaching
them that's neither here nor there.
No, for the time being we seem to
be stuck with the one we have and
can't pin our hopes on planet B. And
that's why, to take better care of it
and keep it in good shape, it's time
for all of us to switch to »plan B«



To know where you're going,
you must know where you come
from. We, and maybe all living
things on Earth, come from the
sea. When, long ago, our fishlike
ancestors moved onto land and
started walking on their fins,

it set the stage for a world of
boundless biodiversity. And
wherever we walk on our former
fins and whatever new paths
we follow: The sea remains

our home.

The sea is also home to a beautiful
universe of colors. From corals to
anemones to parrot fish: Tropical
reefs harbor a swirling diversity of
hues that rival the most extravagant
tones of an automotive coatings
show. Yet reefs also serve as a

literal color test for climate change,
bleaching and fading when oceans
get too warm.

THE BEAUTIFUL
COLORS

OF SEA
AND NATURE

At the same time, new flecks of
color wash up on beaches and
other unwanted places - made

of mismanaged marine debris.
Marine coatings, too, can add to
the oceans’ load when their binders
release toxic ingredients by design
or become brittle and flake off into
the sea. That's why the coatings
should not only be of high quality
but their ingredients as sustainable
as possible.

Meanwhile, coatings also play an
essential role in protecting the
hulls of ships and other marine
surfaces, extending their life and
the time they can be used in a

circular economy. It's a sustainable g »We need to respect the oceans
role coatings play not just in global ~ am ‘@ and take care of them as if our
transportation but also in the realm 2 lives depended on it. Because
of science - where deep-sea _ W . they do.«

submersibles explore more and \ / Sylvia Earle
more of our beautiful ocean home. /

Sylvia Alice Earle (*1935) is an American marine biologist,
oceano-grapher, explorer, author, and lecturer. She has been
a National Geographic explorer-in-residence since 1998.
Earle was the first female chief scientist of the U.S. National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and was named by
Time magazine as its first Hero for the Planet in 1998.






HELPING PRESERVE

PLANET A
BY TAPPING

THE RESOURCES
OF UNIVERSE B
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There may be no planet B in the
real world. But in the digitized
realms of virtual reality, there
aren't just planets B, C and D but
more alternative worlds than any
alphabet has letters. And, as the
very page in front of you shows,
digitalization can do far more
than create a new »metaverse«
of virtual games and recreations.

There's nothing to be said against
expanding our inner horizon by
leading a colorful second life as

an avatar. But perhaps even more
interesting is how our new ability
to create digital »twins« can help
us solve our real-world challenges.
Take these words you're reading,
for example. In the last edition of
our Trendbook, they were still setin
print, as were all the accompanying
images and illustrations. In this
edition, you are either reading them
in a PDF or on our website, and thus
in the »immaterial« form of pixels.

There are several reasons why

we decided to take this step.

And one of the foremost ones is
sustainability. Being creators of
highly real and touchable products
ourselves, we sincerely appreciate
the benefits of a printed book. Yet
weighing these against the energy
and resources saved by switching
to »digital«, both when it comes
to manufacture and distribution,
we ultimately opted for change. It
is one of the many ways in which,
at Sudarshan, we try to preserve
planet A by leveraging the benefits
of digitalization.
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DIGITALIZATION MEANS

DEMATERIALIZATION AND, B
THUS, DECARBONIZATION:
Both our digital trendbook and
virtual car color configurator help
save CO,. »Digital« also helps

us trace our sustainable -
raw materials. :
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